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THE VALUE OF CLINICAL TRIALS
Each part of the Australian health system has its own view 
of what it values. What does that value look like when 
considering clinical trials? 
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The value of clinical trials across the health system

Industry

- Generates higher quality 
clinical care

- Allows for better health 
outcomes for those treated in 
health services conducting trials 
and those on a trial 

- Improves alignment of health 
service care with clinical trial 
outcomes.

- Empowers consumer ownership
- Encourages consumer 

engagement in trial design
- Informs best practice
- Derives value from the evidence 

generated i.e. effectiveness, cost 
effectiveness, and comparative 
effectiveness etc.

- Produces cost savings to the 
health system, particularly with 
translation of results into 
practice through changes in 
care delivery, sequence, 
pharmaceutical regimes and 
admissions time etc. 

How can the sector operationalise
this knowledge?

 Prioritise consumer participation in trial formulation and 
trial implementation

 Promote clinical research involvement to all Australians
 Define the benefits of trials in a meaningful, positive and 

aggregated manner e.g. reduced lengths of stay, 
pharmaceutical demands, patient return rates; greater 
patient satisfaction; enhanced patient care under trial 
protocols etc.)

 Level the value placed on trials for a new treatments 
compared to comparative effectiveness trials

 Utilise consumers and clinicians to promote the value of 
participating in research

 Improve translation of trial evidence into clinical practice
 Acknowledge that not all trials are of high quality and 

some funded trials are not completed or don’t deliver 
results. 

How does ACTA consolidate and 
promote this value? 

 Working with the sector to define, refine and align the 
value of trials 

 Advocating the value of IITs to funders and policy 
decision makers

 Engaging with health service CEOs to increase their 
ownership of trials and implementation of trial findings

 Working with jurisdictions to consider incentives or KPIs 
for health services to undertake trials

 Promoting the role of consumers in clinical trials
 Assisting the ACSQHC with the rollout of the National 

Clinical Trials Governance Framework
 Connecting industry and academia for a more 

integrated trials model
 Understanding the obligations, responsibilities and 

goals of funders 
 Promoting the critical role of clinical trial staff and 

specialist methodologists.

What is the value of clinical 
trials for Australia?

 Industry investment and delivering savings to the health 
system 

 Hospitals conducting clinical trials deliver improved 
quality of clinical care

 Leverages Australia's $8.4B investment in health and 
medical research

 For disease and discipline areas: Better health outcomes 
delivered through new interventions

 For individuals: An opportunity for 
improved health outcomes.

What does this look like 
on a world stage?

Australia is a global leader in clinical trials 

3rd in the world for Phase I trials
4th in the world for Phase II trials
11th in the world for Phase III trials

 50+ clinical trial networks, 20 coordinating centres 
and almost 100 clinical quality registries 

 1200+ medical technology and pharmaceutical companies  
employing 68,000 people

 Up to 43.5% R&D tax incentives – which is up to 60% 
cheaper than the US 

 1st in OECD countries for health care outcomes and equity.
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